British Orienteering - Mapping Safety and Welfare
Introduction

An orienteering map is a topographic map and the specifications are designed to enable the provision of an accurate and legible map that is a reliable guide for choice of route for the competitor.

Any feature that bars progress is essential information. In some instances these features may also be dangerous and the mapper has a duty of care to ensure that these are shown correctly and completely.

The purpose of the map is to provide the base for orienteering and not first and foremost a map of dangerous features. However any omission of dangerous features that should be shown on the map would be serious if this caused injury to a competitor. Map needs to be fit for purpose when delivered. The mapper is not responsible for subsequent changes over time but would have a duty of care to notify appropriate persons if they do become aware of new safety issues.

Dangerous Features

The International Specification for Orienteering Maps (ISOM) defines several features that give useful information about danger in addition to runnability. These are:
· Dangerous rock features -impassable cliffs, rocky pits, also impassable banks and other land form features.
· Dangerous water features - uncrossable rivers and lakes, uncrossable marshes. Note "under normal weather conditions" (seasonal considerations and possible impact of map used at a different time of year).
· Mappers to be aware of other potential dangers, firing ranges, dangerous ruins, roads and railways, pipelines. Subsidence and shafts in mining areas.
· Consideration given to features that are dangerous or uncrossable in one direction, e.g. ha-has, walls.
· Overprint 710 Dangerous area
In addition to the above features the International Specification for Sprint Orienteering Maps (ISSOM) highlights mapping of the following dangerous features:
· Traffic - ISSOM refers to organisers considering measures. 
· Impassable features - similar to ISOM but also includes impassable wall and fence, steeper on one side.
Responsibility of mapper to ‘employer’ (club/association/local authority/school/other): 
Mappers should bring to the attention (written list) of the club (or other ‘employer’), planner and/or controller any mapped and unmapped features of which they are aware that may be a danger to the competitor. In addition to the obvious features which are on the map (see section above) there may be others which the mapper sees and which may need to be considered as part of the risk assessment. Examples below:
Forest: cycle paths in frequent use, horse trails, barbed wire fences, stiles over walls with badly maintained treads, overgrown steep slopes / ruins / walls, stony ground / boulder fields, brambles/nettles, seasonal watercourses, unsafe litter e.g. barbed wire, glass hidden in grass/undergrowth, military ‘litter’

Urban: features such as walls/fences which are potentially dangerous to cross, steps, fast moving traffic, tram tracks / trams, gates which you see open and locked at different times, ha-ha wall (steep drop on one side), potentially unsafe litter e.g. cans, used needles etc.

School: steps, surfaces which are slippery when wet, parking, delivery vehicles, boiler chimney, damaged surfaces e.g. edge of artificial surface such as cricket wicket

Communication of Safety Issues

· If the mapper is working on a map for a particular event communicate directly with the officials who will be involved in the risk assessment.
· Good practice is for the club to hold this type of area/map-based information on record and give the information to future event officials.

Personal Safety of Mappers 
Before setting out to do surveying:

· Ensure permissions / access agreed before starting mapping – club access/permissions officer hold information about the area, any contact people and their phone/emails; any peculiarities which a mapper needs to know e.g. shooting rights, deer culling, nesting birds, antisocial behaviour known in area, best time to survey in school grounds (lesson times / breaks) etc.

· Check weather forecast – even more important if an exposed area

· Carry whistle and mobile phone - is it charged? – is there mobile reception? Do not leave it at home / in car!

· Sufficient food / drink /clothes

· Tell someone where you are going / parking
Keeping yourself safe whilst surveying:

· Wear suitable clothing for weather / area / season

· Carry whistle and mobile

· Do not take risks when surveying near cliffs, steep slopes, water etc.

· Keep hydrated, snacking

· Watch out for animals, bikes etc. 

· Stop before you get too tired
· Check afterwards for ticks
British Orienteering Public Liability Insurance:

· British Orienteering Insurance covers mappers earning under £6000 for their mapping

· Mappers earning over £6000 need own public liability insurance

· The British Orienteering Insurance Policy is for Public Liability Insurance; it provides cover against claims for damages, negligence, etc. Such claims are relatively rare, but can be expensive. All mappers are advised to have this protection, and landowners are likely to require it.

· The British Orienteering policy does not cover accidents, personal injuries or personal property unless these involve a claim for damages, negligence or the like. If you want to insure your property against loss, theft or damage, or insure yourself against accident or medical costs, you must make your own arrangements; your household insurance may provide this cover.

· British Orienteering Public Liability Insurance Cover operates regardless of whether an area is being mapped for a British Orienteering event or activity, or is under consideration for mapping/permission. 
· For other maps such as schools where these are not going to be used for a British Orienteering activity it is recommended that mappers confirm that they will be covered by the Third Party insurance of the organisation commissioning the work or consider having Public Liability insurance for this purpose.
DBS disclosure:

If you are mapping on a school site it is likely that the school may ask to see an enhanced DBS  disclosure. One obtained via British Orienteering may or may not be acceptable. Mappers who are ‘employed’ by affiliated clubs can obtain a volunteer DBS disclosure through British Orienteering at no charge if they need one for other club duties e.g. working with the club juniors.
