MDOC Committee Meeting April 8th 2013

Held at the Poynton Sports Club 

Minutes
1.  Present: David McCann (Chair), Margaret Gregory (Secretary), Sue Birkinshaw, John Britton, Julie Brook, Steve Dempsey, Stephen Fellbaum, Andrew Gregory, Trevor Hindle, Steve Lang, Peter Lomas, Kath Speak.
2.  Apologies: Matthew Fellbaum, Frank Rose, Eddie Speak.
3. Minutes of the last meeting: These were circulated and agreed.

4. Matters Arising:
· Clubmark: We were delighted to hear that Ed Nicholas was very pleased with our file. We are grateful to Rae Lomas for her work in compiling the file.

*Peover: Ian Gilliver has been in touch with the chairman of DEE who considered that 
as the land was east of the M6 it was ‘our patch’.
5. Financial Report: The accounts for March have been circulated and were accepted.

6. Events:

· Twin Peak 2013 October 26th & 27th:  All permissions are agreed.  It is hoped that Trevor Roberts will coordinate the weekend. It is hoped that we will be able to use car parking at the British gas offices near Vernon park for the Stockport East event on the Sunday.
· Twin Peak 2014 June 14th & 15th: Watergrove and City of Manchester.  Margaret Gregory and Dave McCann have met with the City Council officers and the Castlefield residents’ group and they have agreed to the Manchester event.
· Twin Peak 2015: It is hoped that this will be Place Fell and Angle Tarn Pikes on May 30th and 31st.  Side Farm are in agreement.
· Summer evenings: We understand that there are still some vacancies for planners and controllers.
· Countryside Score:  The dates fixed, but full details of venues are not yet available.
· Night Street League: The Street League committee has agreed that there would be a program of eight events next winter.  Some changes to the scoring system are proposed.  We thank Grahame Crawshaw for his work in coordinating the league.
· Autumn 2013: Chris Rostron has offered to coordinate the series.

· Greater Manchester Inter Schools Score Event, Bramall Park July 2nd  We  have agreed to support this event without charge for equipment or expertise, (Jan 2013 minute 14) but feel that Elle Baker should know that this will entail MDOC paying the British Orienteering Federation levy of 33p per child (this includes insurance for the event), as well as the cost of map printing"
· Yvette Baker Trophy: Our juniors qualified for the final, but unfortunately several members of the team will not be available on the day of the final, so the team 
has been withdrawn.
· Compass Sport Cup: We have been asked to hold the North West organised round of the CompassSport Cup on February 16th 2014.  One possible venue is the Lower Irwell Valley (Prestwich Forest Park, Philips Park and Ringley Woods).  Andrew Gregory has offered to visit and evaluate the area, Sue Birkinshaw will sort out permissions.
· Lyme Park Charity Event.  Our treasurer has been in negotiation with BOF about the levy.  We are not being required to pay the levy on this year’s event, but probably will have to on next year’s.  This will affect the way we will have to present the event.
· Lyme Park Introductory events. Lyme Park are willing to put up posters for the event and may be willing to distribute flyers.  We like the idea of using the BOF introductory leaflet with a panel listing our coming events. (Pete Lomas/Dave McCann)

· Event Publicity.  At one time we were printing a calendar showing the next few events on the back of maps used for local events.  It was felt that this was useful, but there may be some logistical problems to be overcome.  In any case it is important that flyers listing the future events are available at events.
7. Events Review
* JK. We should write to BOF expressing our appreciation of the new UltraVets relay class.

The start system with competitors standing by the map boxes was good for a timed 
start, but would be difficult to use for a punching start.
* Saturday Mornings: The Light Green course, which was used for the chasing start, was also popular with many who only wanted to do one course, showing that there is a demand for a more technical course at these events.  Autumn 2013 events will be score events with yellow courses.

8. Raising the Quality of Events:  A letter has been received from Chris James, Chair of Events and Competitions Committee, asking clubs to improve the quality of information available to competitors before entries close.  We agree with this and ask that the letter be circulated to members using Simplelist and included in the planners’ notes.  We should also look at the information available for Countryside Score Events.
9. GMOA

* AGM: The AGM will be held at 7:30 pm at the South Manchester Quaker Meeting House, 82 Wythenshawe Road, Northenden, M23 0DJ on Thursday April 18th.  All members welcome.

*Mersey Vale (Burnage Rugby Club): The map of the smaller area has been completed and a start made on placing plaques and posts.  It is expected that the area will be used for some of this summer’s Community Orienteering sessions.
10. First Aid Course:

It is nearly three years since we ran a 2-day First Aid course.  There has been a recent 1-day course, which is sufficient for most club purposes.  Hamish Willis has asked if we are planning to organize another 2-day course.   We do not think there are enough members wanting the extended qualification to justify MDOC organizing a course.  Action MG to inform Hamish Willis.
11. Apres-O tops: These are available to try on and order.  Trevor Hindle wants to send the order off by the end of April.

12. Club Nights: This is felt to be a valuable activity and has helped existing members improve their fitness and is starting to attract new orienteers to the sport.  However the way it is currently structured will cost the club about £600 p.a. in future (taking into account the contributions of those attending). We are paying a qualified coach to lead alternate sessions with qualified MDOC coaches leading the others.  To continue next year we will need some additional qualified Community Orienteering Leaders.

David McCann to check on the demands of the COLA and what the holders are qualified to do.

David McCann and Steve Dempsey to further model likely plans and costs.

Next Meeting:  Monday 13th May at the Poynton Sports Centre
